
 

 

 

The Book of the Covenant 
1 

Exodus 20:22—23:19 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
Prohibition of Idolatry 20:22-23 

Proper Forms of Worship 20:24-26 

Body 42 (7x6) Judgments 21:1—23:12 

Conclusion 
Prohibition of Idolatry 23:13 

Proper Forms of Worship 23:14-19 

 

 

 

  

 
1 Adapted from John Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative, 289. 



Introduction 
Prohibition of Idolatry 20:22-23 

Proper Forms of Worship 20:24-26 

Body 

“Now these are the rules that you shall set before 

them…” 
21:1 

1. Rights of Hebrew servants 

2. Rights of daughters 

3. Murder and manslaughter 

4. Deliberate murder 

5. Killing of parents 

6. Kidnapping 

7. Cursing parents 

21:2-6 

21:7-11 

21:12-13 

21:14 

21:15 

21:16 

21:17 

8. Aggravated assault 

9. Assault on servants 

10. Assault on unborn 

11. Lex Talionis applied to servant’s eye 

12. Lex Talionis applied to servant’s teeth 

13. Bull goring a person 

14. Injury from unguarded pit 

21:18-19 

21:20-21 

21:22-23 

21:24-25 

21:27 

21:28-32 

21:33-34 

15. Bull goring another bull 

16. Stealing cattle and sheep 

17. Damage in grazing cattle 

18. Damage caused by burning fields 

19. Loss of money or articles put in safekeeping 

20. Loss of livestock put in safekeeping 

21. Loss of borrowed property 

21:35-36 

22:1-4 

22:5 

22:6 

22:7-9 

22:10-13 

22:14-15 

22. Extramarital pregnancy 

23. Prohibition of sorcery 

24. Prohibition of sexual relations with animals 

25. Prohibition of sacrifices to other gods 

26. Prohibition of oppressing the alien 

27. Prohibition of afflicting the widow or orphan 

28. Regulations on lending money 

22:16-17 

22:18 

22:19 

22:20 

22:21 

22:22-24 

22:25-27 

29. Prohibition of blaspheming God and the ruler 

30. Giving to the Lord 

31. Prohibition of eating meat slain by an animal 

32. Prohibition of false witness 

33. Prohibition of siding with the crowd 

34. Returning an enemy’s stray livestock 

35. Helping an enemy’s burdened livestock 

22:28 

22:29-30 

22:31 

23:1 

23:2-3 

23:4 

23:5 

36. Equal justice for the poor 

37. Warning against false justice 

38. Warning against careless justice 

39. Prohibition of bribery 

40. Prohibition against oppression of the alien 

41. Sabbatical year 

42. Weekly sabbath 

23:6 

23:7a 

23:7b 

23:8 

23:9 

23:10-11 

23:12 

“Pay attention to all that I have said to you…” 23:13a 

Conclusion 
Prohibition of Idolatry 23:13b 

Proper Forms of Worship 23:14-19 
 


